10             THE CULTURAL ROLE OF INDIA
Indian art, Indian literature and Indian polity*
Viewed in this perspective, the problem of Indian
culture embodies the vital experience of ancient
Indians in their historic geographical environment.
It would now be easy to follow the trend of
Hindu mind in relation to the process whereby
it conceived its religion, science, and philosophy.
The origin of Indian religion is shrouded in
mystery and has given rise to much difference
of opinion* It can be said with confidence
that its earliest form consists in the worship of
natural powers. Man, when he first emerges
from his animal stage, realises that he is almost
entirely dependent upon the powerful forces of
nature amidst which he is placed, and goes a step
further to deify them. In virtue of their great
strength these powers of nature become his gods
towards which he cultivates a spirit of awe and
reverence. He sings their praises and offers wor-
ship or sacrifice to them in order to propitiate
them or to secure their favour. It is not neces-
sary to trace this early form of belief, for Aryan
religion when it appears in India has already a
history behind it. As an American writer has
paradoxically put it, " Indian religion begins
before its arrival in India.** It is a continuation
of the primitive faith of the Indo-European race